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NOTICE OF PREPARATION (NOP) FOR WILLOW CREEK COMMUNITY SERVICES 
DISTRICT (DISTRICT); DOWNTOWN WASTEWATER SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
(PROJECT); HUMBOLDT COUNTY; STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NO 2015012014. 

We understand that the District may be pursuing Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) 
financing for this Project. As a funding agency and a state agency with jurisdiction by law to 
preserve, enhance, and restore the quality of California's water resources, the State Water 
Resources Control Board (State Water Board) is providing the following information on the 
preparation of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the Project. 

The State Water Board, Division of Financial Assistance, is responsible for administering the 
CWSRF Program. The primary purpose for the CWSRF Program is to implement the Clean 
Water Act and various state laws by providing financial assistance for wastewater treatment 
facilities necessary to prevent water pollution, recycle water, correct nonpoint source and storm 
drainage pollution problems, provide for estuary enhancement, and thereby protect and promote 
health, safety and welfare of the inhabitants of the state. The CWSRF Program provides low­
interest funding equal to one-half of the most recent State General Obligation Bond Rates with a 
30-year term. Applications are accepted and processed continuously. Please refer to the State 
Water Board's CWSRF website at: 
www.waterboards.ca.gov/water issues/programs/grants loans/srf/index.shtml. 

The CWSRF Program is partially funded by the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
and requires additional "CEQA-Plus" environmental documentation and review. Three 
enclosures are included that further explain the CWSRF Program environmental review process 
and the additional federal requirements. For the complete environmental application package 
please visit: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water issues/programs/grants loans/srf/srf forrns.shtml. The 
State Water Board is required to consult directly with agencies responsible for implementing 
federal environmental laws and regulations. Any environmental issues raised by federal 
agencies or their representatives will need to be resolved prior to State Water Board approval of 
a CWSRF financing commitment for the proposed Project. For further information on the 
CWSRF Program, please contact Mr. Ahmad Kashkoli, at (916) 341-5855. 
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It is important to note that prior to a CWSRF financing commitment, projects are subject to 
provisions of the Federal Endangered Species Act (ESA), and must obtain Section 7 clearance 
from the United States Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and/or 
the United States Department of Commerce National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) for any potential effects to special-status species. 

Please be advised that the State Water Board will consult with the USFWS, and/or the NMFS 
regarding all federal special-status species that the Project has the potential to impact if the 
Project is to be financed by the CWSRF Program. The District will need to identify whether the 
Project will involve any direct effects from construction activities, or indirect effects such as 
growth inducement, that may affect federally listed threatened, endangered, or candidate 
species that are known, or have a potential to occur in the Project site, in the surrounding areas, 
or in the service area, and to identify applicable conservation measures to reduce such effects. 

In addition, CWSRF projects must comply with federal laws pertaining to cultural resources, 
specifically Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106). The State 
Water Board has responsibility for ensuring compliance with Section 106 and the State Water 
Board must consult directly with the California State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO). 
SHPO consultation is initiated when sufficient information is provided by the CWSRF applicant. 
The District must retain a consultant that meets the Secretary of the Interior's Professional 
Qualifications Standards (http://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/arch_stnds_9.htm) to prepare a 
Section 106 compliance report. 

Note that the District will need to identify the Area of Potential Effects (APE), including 
construction and staging areas, and the depth of any excavation. The APE is three-dimensional 
and includes all areas that may be affected by the Project. The APE includes the surface area 
and extends below ground to the depth of any Project excavations. The records search request 
should extend to a %-mile beyond Project APE. The appropriate area varies for different 
projects but should be drawn large enough to provide information on what types of sites may 
exist in the vicinity. 

Other federal environmental requirements pertinent to the Project under the CWSRF Program 
include the following (for a complete list of all environmental requirements please visit: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water issues/programs/grants loans/srf/docs/forms/application 
environmental package.pdD: 

A. Compliance with the Federal Clean Air Act: (a) Provide air quality studies that may have 
been done for the Project; and (b) if the Project is in a nonattainment area or attainment 
area subject to a maintenance plan; (i) provide a summary of the estimated emissions 
(in tons per year) that are expected from both the construction and operation of the 
Project for each federal criteria pollutant in a nonattainment or maintenance area, and 
indicate if the nonattainment designation is moderate, serious, or severe (if applicable); 
(ii) if emissions are above the federal de minimis levels, but the Project is sized to meet 
only the needs of current population projections that are used in the approved State 
Implementation Plan for air quality, quantitatively indicate how the proposed capacity 
increase was calculated using population projections. 

B. Compliance with the Coastal Zone Management Act: Identify whether the Project is 
within a coastal zone and the status of any coordination with the California Coastal 
Commission. 
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C. Protection of Wetlands: Identify any portion of the proposed Project area that should be 
evaluated for wetlands or United States waters delineation by the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers (USAGE), or requires a permit from the USAGE, and identify the 
status of coordination with the USAGE. 

D. Compliance with the Farmland Protection Policy Act: Identify whether the Project will 
result in the conversion of farmland. State the status of farmland (Prime, Unique, or 
Local and Statewide Importance) in the Project area and determine if this area is under a 
Williamson Act Contract. 

E. Compliance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act: List any birds protected under this act 
that may be impacted by the Project and identify conservation measures to minimize 
impacts. 

F. Compliance with the Flood Plain Management Act: Identify whether or not the Project is 
in a Flood Management Zone and include a copy of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency flood zone maps for the area. 

G. Compliance with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act: Identify whether or not any Wild and 
Scenic Rivers would be potentially impacted by the Project and include conservation 
measures to minimize such impacts. 

Following the preparation of the draft CEQA document for the Project, please provide us a copy 
of the document to review if the District is considering CWSRF financing. In addition, we would 
appreciate notices of any hearings or meetings held regarding environmental review for the 
Project. 

Thank you for providing us a copy of your NOP, and the consideration of the CWSRF for the 
financing of the District's Project. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to 
contact Ahmad Kashkoli at (916) 341-5855, or by email at 
Ahmad.Kashkoli@waterboards.ca.gov, or contact me at (916) 341-5739, or by email at 
Amanda.Dwyer@waterboards.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, A 

A,0J] 
/, 

[( i::)!v&of 
Ahmad Kashkoli 
Senior Environmental Scientist 

cc: State Clearinghouse 
(Re: SCH# 2015012014) 
P.O. Box 3044 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 





The State Water Resources Control Board . 
(Stille Water Board), Division of Financial 

Assistance, administers the Clean 
Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) 
Program.The CWSRF Program is partially 
funded by grants from the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency. All 
applicants seeking CWSRF financing 
mustrnmply with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and 
provide sufficient information so that 
the State Water Board can document 
compliance with federal environmental . ·. 
laws.The"Environmental Package'' . 

· providesthefofms and instructions 
needed to complete the environmental . 
• r~view requirementsforCWSRFProgram 

.l .· financing !tis avanaole at > 
. , . 

http://www.waterboards.w.gov/ 

water:_issues/pmgrams!grants_ 
J~ans/srf/srf_forms.shtml . · .. 

We've got the green ... 
to keep California's water clean. 
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LEAD AGENCY 
The applicantis usually the "lead Agency' and 
must prepare and circulate an environmental 
document before approving a project Only 
a public agency, such as a local, regional or 
state government, may be the'lead Agency" 
under CEQA. If a project will be completed by a 
non-governmental organization,"Lead Agency" 
responsibility goes to the first public agency 
providing discretionary approval forthe project 

RESPONSIBLE AGENCY 
The State Water Board is generally a 
"Responsible Agency" under CEQA. As a 
'Responsible Agency,"the State Water Board 
must rnake findings based on infomnation 
provided by the 'Lead Agency" before financing 
a project 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW . .. 

The State Water Board's environmental review 
of the projea's compliance with both CEQA 
and federal cross-cutting regulations must be · 
completed before a project can be financed by 
the CWSRF Program. 

DOCUMENT REVIEW 
Applicants are encouraged to consult with 
State Water Board staff early during preparation 
of CEQA document if considering CWSRF 
iinancing. Applicants shall also send their 
environmental documents to the State Water 
Board, Environmental Review Unit during 
the CEQA public review period. This way, any 
environmental concerns can be addressed early 
in the process. 

Contact Information: For more information related to the CWSRF Program environmental 
review process and requirements, please contact your State Water Board Project Manager 
or Mr. Ahmad Kashkoli at 916-341-5855 or Ahmad.Kashkoli@waterboards.ca.gov 

R{VllW f[l lOll 

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS 
The Environmental Review Unit requires the 
documents listed below to make findings and 
complete its environmental review. Once the 
State Water Board receives all the required 
documents and makes its own findings, the 
environmental review forthe project will be 
complete . 

./ Draft and final Environmental Documents: 
Environmental Impact Report, Negative 
Declaration, and Mitigated Negative Decla- -
ration as appropriate to the project · 

../ Resolution adopting/certifying the environ­
mental document, making CEQA findings, 
and approving the project 

v' All comments received during the public 
review period and the"lead Agency's" 
responses to those comments 

v' Adopted Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Plan, if applicable· · 

../ Date-stamped copy of the Notice of 
Determination or Notice of Exemption filed 
with the County Oerk(s) and the Governors 
Office of Planning and Research 

./ CWSRF Evaluation Fomn for Environmental 
Review and Federal Coordination with 
supporting documents 
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ForSection.106 ConsultationwithJ~e State Historic Preservation Ofncer.(SHPO} ·.· .. 

·.under the National Historic Preservation Act . . 

CULTURAL RESOURCES REPORT 
The Cultural Resources Report must be prepared by a 
qualified researcherthat meets the Secretaryof thelnterio(s · 

.. ProfessionalOualifications Standards: Please see the . ·•·· .. 
. Prdf~;~~nal Qualific~tions Stanaards atthefollowing website 

ai:ffitpf!Mvw.dnps.go~/Jocal-J;w/arch--5tnlt~:_9;hfin·· 

.· The CultCral Resources Report should include oneofthe ·. 

· four "findings" listed in Section 106. Jhese:include;c· 

· ':No historic propehiei affected" 
·.. (nd~iop~rti~larewithirliheafe~ i[ potential 

- - --:;,':-!''.-'_;,:-- ~-;4'-:,%'i- -_--;_,,:~!;);~:_:_;-_-;.- _- ._: ,c;_--'.,;::-:.:.;,c-__ -_ 

.· · .. · effecf(APE;'fnClu&n'g'li~9wthegriiund). 
i - :_:::_:,-' __ _-- --,,:':O-~-:<~--~-l,' 0- --cl-;----<-}_'--:-i';~:,------, ---"~-, 

· ·. "No ~eit t~ lli~oricproperif.es" 
(prope_dies fl)atb~ n~arthehPE, bUHhe . 

. proj~ct will n~t"ha\f~'~ny ;d~erse effeds). 

r~oaif vpseeffect t1i'histDri~~tope1tiif · 
.. (th{proj~ct~~yaffect "historkproperties''.· · 

. ·. 15Uttneeffects will not be adverse{. 
0Adverse effedto historicpropertles" •. · 

Note: Consultation With the SHPO will be required ifa · 
"no adverse effect to historic properties" or an "adverse 

effectto historic properties" determination is made, 
to develop and evaluate alternatives or modifications 

to the proposed project that could avoid, minimize or 
mitigate adverse effects on "historic properties:' 

. ··• RECORDS SEARCH 
· • A records search (less than one year old) extendi~gto a half­

mile beyond the project APE from a geographically appropriate 
·•information Center is required. The records search should '.'. · 
• include maps th~tshowall recorded sites and surveys in . · 

· · •. relation toth.e APE fort~e proposed project, and copies of the• 
·. confidentialsite records included as an appendix to the Cultural• · 

- --,-__ --- - -- - '> - -

: ·. Resources Report · ·. 

• .. • TheAPEjsthree-dimensional (depth, length and width)~nd .•• · •· .· 

all are9~({g., new construction, ~asements, staging areas; and 
. accesfr~ads) directly~ffected oythepr~poseJprojeCt. ·. . . 

_-_, ' _•r ~'-o-~c;~ - - -- ' , -



. . NATIVE AMERICAN •.. 
and INTERESTED PARTY CONSULTATION 
• Native American and interested party consultation should 

be initiated atthe planning phase of the proposed project 
to gather information to assist with the preparation of an 
adequate Cultural Resources Report. 

• The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) must be . 
contacted to obtain documentation of a search of the Sacred 
Lands Files for or near the project APE. .. · 

- - - - -

• All local Native American tribal organizations or individuals 
identified by the NAHC must be contacted by certified ~ail, . 
and the letter should include a map and a description of the· 
proposed project. · ·. 

PRECAUTIONS 
A finding of "no known resources" without supporting 

evidence is unacceptable. The Cultural Resources Report 
must identify resources within the APE or demonstrate 
with sufficient evidence that none are present. 

• 

'7he area is sensitive for buried archaeological 
resources," followed by a statement that ''monitoring is. -
recommended." Monitoring is not an acceptable option 
without good-faith effortto demonstrate that no known 
resource is present 

If "the area is already disturbed by previous 
· . construction" documentation is still required to demonstrate 
· that the proposed project will not affect"historic properties." .· 

. · · .· · · · .··•• •... ·. · . . · .· .. · · .· .· ... · .. · . . . • An existing road can be protecting a buried archaeological 
• Follow:up contaCt;Dould be madeby telephone anrl a phone ·. 

. . . . log maintained todocumentthe contacts and responses: . . deposit or may itself be a "historic property'.' Additionally, 
· · · · · · · · • · · previous construction may have impacted an archaeological · 

• Letters of inquiry se~king historical informationo~tbe ·•· · ·. · ·< ... site that hasnot been previously documented. 
project area and local vicinity should be ~ent to io~I historical. .- SHPO CONSULTATION LETTER 

Suilmit a draft consultation letter prepared by the qualified 
·.societies, preservation organizations, or individuatrl1embers 

of the public with a demonstrated interesdn th~p;oposed 
-- - ,:~ 

project -.. 
- - - - - - - -- -_ - - - - -

Copies of all documents mentioned above (proje~ 

· . researcher with the Cultural Resources Report to the State Water 
.· ... • Resources Control Board. A draft consultation letter template is 

...... • .. · • available for download on the State Water Board webpage at: 
. . 

description, map, phone log and letters sent to the · 

NAHC and Native American tribal organizations 
or individuals and interested parties) must be 
included in the Cultural Resources Report 

Contact Information: For more information related to the CWSRF Program 
Cultural Resources and Requirments, please contact Mr. Ahmad Kashkoli at 
916-341-5855 or Ahmad.Kashkoli@waterboards.ca.gov 

PJ\'t\[D l~M JOI~ 

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ 
grants_loans!cwsrf_requirements.shtml 
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National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) 
Section 106 of the NHPA requires an analysis of the effects 
on 'historic properties." The Section 106 process is designed 
to accommodate historic preservation concerns for federal 
actions with the potential to affect historic properties. Early 
consultation with appropriate government agencies, Indian 
tribes, and members of the publi~ will ensure that their 
views and concerns are addressed during the planning phase. 

Historic properties (i.e., buildings, structures, objects, 
and archaeological sites 50 years or older) are properties 
that are included in the National Register of Historic 
Places or meet the criteria for the National Register. 

Required Documents: 
./A draft State Historic Preservation Officer consultation 

request letter; and 

./A cultural resources report on historic properties conducted 
according to the Secretary of the lnterio(s Standards, 
including: · 

• A clearly defined Area of Potential Effect (APE), 
specifying the length, width, and depth of excavation, 
with a map clearly illustrating the project APE; 

• A records search, less than one year old, extending to a 
half-mile beyond the project APE; 

• Written description of field methods; 

• Identification and evaluation of historic properties 
within the project's APE; and 

• Documeri,_)-: "."' of consultation with the Native 
American Heritage Commission and local Native 
American tribes. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
If your pro1ecr has the potential to affect b1olog1cal resources 
or historic properties, the consultation process can be 
lengthy Please contact the State Water Board staff early 
in your planning process to discuss what add1t1onal 
mformatmn may be needed for your specific pro1ect. 

Please contact your State Water Board Pro1ect Manager 
or Mr. Ahmad Kashkoli at (916) 341-5855 or 
Ahmad.Kashko/i@waterboards.ca.qov for more 
information related to the CWSRF Program environmental 
review process and requirements. 
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We ve got the green ... 

to keep California's water clean. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
REQUIREMENTS 

Clean \Vat er )\titf HFvnlvmn 
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al http://www.waterboards.w.9ov!water1ssues/ 
programs/grants~ loans!srl/srf_forms.shtml. 

Lead Agency/Applicant 
will "rnc11rnv 

a rnmpleted 0'Environmental 
Evaluation Form for Environmental Review and Federal 
Coordination" {http://www.waterboards.w.gov/ 
water. 15 sues/programs/grants. loan s/s rf I doo!f o rm s/ 

application~ environmentaLpackage.pdf) 1·111h ""'""''"'" 

docum!'nil as Ddrl ol 1he "Environmental Package" 

Responsible Agency/State Water Board 
dCll 011 behall of IPA 10 revrew 

(On_s1t)c-1 the cnv1rnnrnenta! app1ovmq 
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FEDERAL CROSS-CUTTING REGULATIONS 
CWSRF Program requires co11si:na11011 

federal agencies on 
Pnuironmental regulations, if applicable project: 

• Clean Air Act 
• Coastal Barriers Resources Act 
• Coastal Zone Management Act 
• Endangered Species Act 
• Environmental Justice 
• farmland Protection Policy Act 
• Floodplain Management 
• Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation 

and Management Act 
• Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
• National Historic Preservation Act 
• Protection ofWetlands 
• Safe Drinking Water Act, 

Sole Source Aquifer Protectinn 
• w11rl and Scenic Rivers Act 

The following is a brief overview of requirements 
for some of the key regulations. 

Clean Air Act {CAA) 
The CAA general conformity analysis only applies to 

in areas not meeting the National Ambient Air 
Standards or subject to a mamtenance 

If emissions are below 

• A general conformity analys111s not required 

emissions are above Ille 

fllU'.\t 

can lw 
t ;:ie ritt els oft \Hrr 11I 
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popuramrn projections. must 

An air is necessary of 
all projects 
regardless nf nttninmrnt 

• Carbon monoxide 
• Lead 
• Oxides of 
• Ozone 
• Particulate matter (PM2.5 and 
• Sulfur dioxide 

Endangered Species Act {ESA) 
The ESA requires an analysis of the effects on fednally listed 
species. The State Water Board will determine the project's 
potential effects on federally listed species, 
informal/formal consultation with 
'nrl\IJ:lrllifn Service {USFWS) and/or 

as necessary under Section 7 of the ESA. 

Required Documents: 

.I A bioloqical conducted durrng 

(brologrcal reports or broloq1cal 
np( {H~\;'.\rlil · Jnd 




